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Seveneves by Neal Stephenson 
Reviewed by LCDR Stephanie Murdock, Public Affairs Leadership Department 

Instructor 
 
You'll never look at the moon the same way again. 
 
Seveneves proposes a not-too-distant future where the moon is blasted apart by an 
errant asteroid and what that means for the future of humanity. Scientists, politicians, 
and television personalities race against the clock to preserve the earth's cultures and 
people aboard a rapidly expanding International Space Station.  Will their "Cloud Ark" 
prevent our extinction? 
 
If you're already a fan of Stephenson's other works (Snow Crash, Anathem, 
Cryptonomicon), you'll know he's a thorough writer who can make an action adventure 
of almost any scientific endeavor.  And the first 2/3 of this book delivers: the wonder 
and horror of the moon, escaping the planet's surface, political intrigue, comet mining, 
coup d'etats. It's a gripping read. Unfortunately, the final third doesn't deliver on the 
promise of the rest of the narrative, disregarding the genetics postulated in previous 
chapters in order to support the title's premise/gimmick. It throws some genuine 

wrenches into the works that negate his earlier storytelling and may leave you scratching your head. 
 
Still, Seveneves asks some interesting questions: How might humanity react to an extinction level event, who should 
decide what of humanity should be saved, and what might that mean to future generations?  How you consider the 
full moon from this point forward will be up to you. 

 
Editors Note: The Library now has a copy of Neal Stephenson’s Snow Crash. 

Between 1943 and 1947, nearly 123 million copies of flat, 

wide and easily pocketable paperbacks were distributed by 

Army and Navy Library Services—free of charge—to U.S. 

service members around the world.  

     The volumes were designed and printed to be read and 

discarded by servicemen, who sometimes carried the books in 

their helmets. The Armed Services Editions were a harbinger 

of the postwar massmarket paperback approach that 

revolutionized American book-buying and reading habits.  

     Designed to appeal to a wide variety of reading tastes, the Armed Services Editions 

included best sellers, classics, mysteries and poetry. A total of 1,324 titles were published 

in the series. The Library of Congress holds one of only a few complete sets that survive 

today. See http://loc.gov/rr/rarebook/coll/020.html 

     The DINFOS Library has some of these classics in more permanent printed editions 

including Mary Shelly’s Frankenstein, Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby and Melville’s Moby 

Dick. 
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Day Date Hours 

Mon 1/25 0700-1700 

Tue 1/26 0700-1700 

Wed 1/27 0700-1700 

Thu 1/28 0700-1700 

Fri 1/29 0700-1700 

Mon 2/1 0700-1700 

Tue 2/2 0700-1700 

Wed 2/3 0700-1700 

Thu 2/4 0700-1700 

Fri 2/5 0700-1700 

Mon 2/8 0700-1700 

Tue 2/9 0700-1700 

Wed 2/10 0700-1700 

Thu 2/11 0700-1700 

Fri 2/12 0700-1700 

Library: Room 1107-A 

Computer/Study: Room 2110 

Spotlight: Gen. Colin L. Powell 

Military Librarians from across the country recently 
met in Washington DC to attend the 2015 Military 
Libraries Training Workshop. One evening was 
spent at National Defense University (NDU) and 
included a tour of the NDU Library. One of the 
highlights of the tour was the Library’s Special 
Collections which houses an energetic exhibition 
program supporting the university’s curriculum 
featuring distinguished individuals and special 
events/anniversaries. Current exhibits in Special 
Collections feature Gen. Colin L. Powell, USA 
(Ret.), Gen. Maxwell D. Taylor, USA (Ret.), and 
Gen. John W. Vessey, USA (Ret.). 
 
Gen. Powell's papers represent primarily his tenure 
as Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, 1989-1993, 
supplemented by documents, photographs, articles, 
and artifacts reflecting his career prior to his 
appointment as Chairman and following his 
retirement. 
 
The DINFOS Library has the following books by 
and about Gen. Powell: 
It Worked for Me: In Life and Leadership by 
Colin L. Powell. Harper (2012). 973.931092 P882 
My American Journey by Colin L. Powell. 
Random House (1995). 355.0092 P882 
Colin Powell: American Power and Intervention 
from Vietnam to Iraq by Christopher D. O'Sullivan. 
Rowman & Littlefield (2009). 327.730092 O85 
The Leadership Secrets of Colin Powell by Oren 
Harari. McGraw-Hill (2002).658.4092 H254 
Colin Powell: Soldier and Statesman by Warren 
Brown. Chelsea House (2005). 973.931 B881 

                           Do You Know Zinio?  It’s Free! 

Zinio for Libraries is the world's largest newsstand, offering full-color, digital magazines for 

immediate checkout and reading online on your desktop or mobile device. You can sign up for 

Zinio online through your public library (you will need a Library Card!) or through your Military 

Portal, just follow the instructions. Collections will vary but many popular titles are available. 

Read instantly online or download and save for that long flight! Download and read magazines 

on your mobile device including iOS (Apple®), Android™, and Kindle Fire™/HD/HDX. 

Browse your library's collection of titles by newest issue, keyword search, or genre to find your 

favorites and to discover new reading interests. Birdwatching? Astronomy? 

Sign up for weekly email reminders about your favorite magazines and never miss an issue! 

Check out as many issues as you want and keep them in your account as long as you wish. 

DINFOS Library Staff will be glad to assist in finding Zinio available to you! 


